
By the end of  this program students will: 

1) Design and produce a Community Story Portrait book   

2)   Rehearse and perform an original Community Story Portrait Performance 

 

Guide Students into Cultural Discovery 

Through Community Story Portraits 
“This project takes learners through a cultural discovery process which starts in the 

classroom, stretches into the community and connects to another country.” 

Artists Carrie Wagner and Rebecca Williams are teaming 

up to offer a comprehensive Arts Integration Program 
which meets a variety of Language Arts, Social Studies 

and Visual/Performing Arts competencies and objectives 

in the NC Standard Course of Study.  

Ideally geared for 6h-11th grades, the program can be  

customized to meet specific objectives in any classroom. 

Explore Culture! 
*Engage students in dialogue about culture; theirs and others 

*Explore methods of gathering information 

*Learn digital media skills 
 

 

 

Engage Others! 
*Interview, record, and capture stories 

*Process, evaluate, and interpret community narratives 

*Select and edit community stories and images 
 

*Use editorial photography skills 

*Learn how to design a book 

*Develop creative drama, creative writing, and acting skills 

Tell the Story! 



 

About Carrie Wagner:  Carrie Wagner has a BS in Environmental and Visual Design 

from NCSU. She has practiced photography for 25 years, specializing in portrait      

photography since 2001. Carrie is an author, speaker and educator. Carrie’s experience 

as an educator spans a wide range of audiences: nonprofit board members, interna-

tional   service volunteers and staff, teachers, illiterate populations, K-12  students, 

and Christian education classes. Her six years in Africa, as well as her position as   

International Training Director for Habitat for Humanity International have provided a 

variety of opportunities to work with diverse audiences. Carrie has facilitated and    

delivered training as a volunteer in Buncombe County Schools for over 7 years and is a 

certified TAPAS artist. (Teaching Artist Presenting in Asheville Schools)  

About Rebecca Williams: A director, playwright, actor and educator, Rebecca has 

worked professionally in theater for the past 25 years. A graduate of the Trinity Rep 

Conservatory in Providence, RI she has toured extensively in New England and her   

native Virginia.  In addition she has worked with a broad range of grassroots commu-

nity-based theater projects working with local populations to create original productions 

about community and cultural issues. This includes a series of intergenerational folk 

history plays based on oral history interviews and stories gathered from residents in 

Florida, Oklahoma and North Carolina. As an educator Rebecca has taught theater and 

community-based arts for Old Dominion University, Virginia Wesleyan College, The Gov-

ernor’s School for the Arts in Norfolk, VA, Appalachian State University and the Univer-

sity of North Carolina in Asheville. She currently teaches drama and critical literacy 

through the arts to teachers earning their master’s degree in Integrated Teaching 

through the Arts at Lesley University in Cambridge MA. 

To Learn More: 

Contact Carrie:  carrie@carriewagner.com 

  828-273-6342 

Contact Rebecca: serpentchild@earthlink.net 

  828-686-3922 

 

www.carriewagner.com 

www. serpentchild.blogspot.com 


